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This memorandum memorializes a conversation between Erik Molvar of Biodiversity Conservation 
Alliance and Steve Wiig of the Rock Springs BLM Field Office. The telephone conversation occurred at 
4:40 p.m. on Monday, January 26, 2009. 
 
The call was in regard to references in the Oil Shale Tar Sands Draft PEIS, in which Wiig (2006a 
or b) is listed respectively as personal communications from S. Wiig of the Rock Springs BLM 
Field Office to P. Perlowitz of the Wyoming State Office on June 13, 2006; and to K.P. Smith of 
the Argonne National Laboratory on June 27, 2006.  
 
During the conversation, Mr. Wiig stated that he used the same Fischer assay analyses of drill 
cores and rotary cuttings as the 2008 USGS report for his analysis of oil shale prospectivity in 
Wyoming, which he shared with Argonne National Laboratory. According to Wiig, “I had every 
assay that was available for that area.” Wiig reported having  no record of an email between 
himself and Karen Smith of Argonne National Lab for June 27th (he stated that “quite a bit of 
correspondence was going on at that particular time” between Wiig and Smith), but was able to 
locate the referenced email to Phil Perlowitz.   “We basically used the USGS standard” in 
recommending oil shale areas, he stated. 
 
Mr. Wiig subsequently provided two emails responsive to the request later this afternoon, one 
from himself to Phil Perlewitz dated June 16, 2006 and a second from himself to Karen Smith 
dated July 26, 2009. 
 
Signed this 26th day of January, 2009, 
 
 
 
 
Erik Molvar 
Executive Director 
Biodiversity Conservation Alliance 
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