
55water on the rocks: Oil Shale Water Rights in Colorado

Irrigation Ditches Purchased by  
Energy Companies

Table C-1.
Colorado River Basin – Absolute Ditch Rights 

Map 
Location

Structure 
Name

Water 
Source

Quantity 
Abs. (cfs)

Avg. Vol. 
Div. (af)

Appropriation 
Date

Appropriation 
Owner

 1 Low Cost Ditch Parachute 
Creek

27.94 3,945 5/17/1883 Unocal

 2 Vieweg Ditch Parachute 
Creek

1.9 1,287 5/17/1883 Unocal

 3 C C D Ditch Parachute 
Creek

2.53 309 5/17/1883 Unocal

 4 East Fork Ditch Parachute 
Creek

6.56 243 5/17/1883 Unocal

 5 Parachute Ditch Parachute 
Creek

27.22 1,965 5/17/1883 Unocal

 6 Riley Ditch Parachute 
Creek

1 106 5/17/1883 Unocal

 7 Cornell Ditch Parachute 
Creek

15.675 1,546 5/17/1883 Unocal

 8 Spring Ditch Parachute 
Creek

0.12 202 5/17/1883 Unocal

 9 Starkey Gulch 
Ditch

Parachute 
Creek

4.32 150 5/17/1883 Unocal

 10 Charley Dere 
Ditch

Parachute 
Creek

0.83 350 5/17/1883 Unocal

 11 Granlee Ditch Parachute 
Creek

12.69 1,690 5/17/1883 Chevron Oil 
Company

 12 Benson And 
Barnett Ditch

Parachute 
Creek

8.51 1,187 5/17/1883 Chevron Texaco 
Shale Oil 

 13 Newton Ditch Clear 
Creek

3.1 1,143 7/1/1883 Chevron Texaco 
Shale Oil 

 14 C O & C P 
Pierson Ditch

Main Elk 
Creek

5 1,001 2/15/1884 Exxon Mobil 
Corp

 15 Reservoir Ditch Roan Creek 37.4 5,459 2/28/1884 Chevron Texaco 
Shale Oil 

 16 Upper Roan 
Creek Ditch

Carr Creek 14.25 1,155 8/10/1884 Texaco Inc

 17 Roan Creek No 
3 Ditch

Roan Creek 7.4 1,762 10/13/1884 Chevron Texaco 
Shale Oil 

 18 Atkinson Canal Roaring 
Fork River

26.33 2,420 10/20/1884 Union Oil Co

 19 Creek And 
Newman Ditch

Roan Creek 33 3,318 11/15/1884 Chevron Texaco 
Shale Oil 
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Map 
Location

Structure 
Name

Water 
Source

Quantity 
Abs. (cfs)

Avg. Vol. 
Div. (af)

Appropriation 
Date

Appropriation 
Owner

 20 Garden Gulch 
Ditch

Parachute 
Creek

5.25 314 4/15/1885 Chevron Oil 
Company

 21 Dry Creek 
Ditch

Dry Creek 
(West)

2.02 52 4/23/1885 Exxon Colony 
Project

 22 Himebaugh 
Ditch

Clear 
Creek

6.93 840 5/15/1885 Chevron Texaco 
Shale Oil 

 23 Cannon Ditch Brush 
Creek

11.65 1,387 6/3/1885 Texaco Inc

 24 R F Ditch Battlement 
Creek

9.855 538 11/25/1885 Exxon Oil 
Company

 25 Clear Creek 
Ditch

Clear 
Creek

50.43 3,439 4/9/1886 Chevron Texaco 
Shale Oil 

 26 Werhonig Ditch Monument 
Gulch

0.2 0 7/15/1886 Exxon Colony 
Project

 27 Dobey Ditch Battlement 
Creek

5.975 354 3/7/1887 Exxon Colony 
Project

 28 Carr And 
Himebaugh 
Ditch

Clear 
Creek

8.9 705 4/22/1887 Chevron Texaco 
Shale Oil 

 29 Cannon 
Highline Ditch

Brush 
Creek

4.34 455 5/10/1887 Texaco Inc

 30 Shutt Ditch Battlement 
Creek

6 267 5/11/1887 Exxon Colony 
Project

 31 Trout Ditch Main Elk 
Creek

3.5 557 2/5/1888 Exxon Mobil 
Corp

 32 Benson Pierson 
Nelson D

Main Elk 
Creek

4 646 2/5/1888 Exxon Mobil 
Corp

 33 Oak Grove 
Ditch

East Elk 
Creek

3 747 2/20/1890 Exxon Mobil 
Corp

 34 Purdy Ditch Parachute 
Creek

6.15 814 4/5/1890 Chevron Oil 
Company

 35 Gibler Ditch Clear 
Creek

4.52 404 10/1/1890 Chevron Oil 
Company

 36 Red Glen 
Highline Ditch

East Elk 
Creek

8 1,643 11/20/1890 Exxon Mobil 
Corp

 37 Jangle Ditch Parachute 
Creek

12.97 1,521 11/12/1891 Chevron Texaco 
Shale Oil 

 38 Benson And 
Barnett Ditch

Parachute 
Creek

8.51 1,187 11/12/1891 Chevron Oil 
Company

 39 Rulison Miller 
Ditch

Colorado 
River

4.1 453 12/8/1891 Exxon Mobil 
Corp

 40 Flume Ditch Carr Creek 4.35 455 4/1/1895 Texaco Inc

 41 Long Gulch 
Ditch No 1

Clear 
Creek

2.24 239 11/20/1897 Shell Frontier 
Oil And Gas

 42 Long Gulch 
Ditch No 2

Clear 
Creek

2.98 213 11/11/1899 Shell Frontier 
Oil And Gas

 43 Short Gulch 
Ditch

Clear 
Creek

2.76 117 11/1/1899 Shell Western 
Esp

 44 Carlisle Ditch Roan Creek 4.35 183 4/1/1900 Texaco Inc

 45 Jensen Ditch Cot-
tonwood 
Gulch

8.8 396 4/15/1901 Exxon Mobil 
Corp

 46 Number One 
Ditch

Dry Creek 
(West)

3.86 153 5/1/1901 Exxon Colony 
Project

Table C-1. (cont'd)
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Map 
Location

Structure 
Name

Water 
Source

Quantity 
Abs. (cfs)

Avg. Vol. 
Div. (af)

Appropriation 
Date

Appropriation 
Owner

 47 Wheeler Ditch Parachute 
Creek

3 183 8/14/1901 Unocal

 48 Garden Gulch 
No 2 Ditch

Parachute 
Creek

1.33 175 5/1/1903 Chevron Oil 
Company

 49 H A Newton 
Ditch

Clear 
Creek

2.86 97 5/15/1907 Chevron Texaco 
Shale Oil Co

 50 New Hobo 
Ditch

Roan Creek 11.56 566 6/6/1908 Chevron Texaco 
Shale Oil Co

 51 Parkes Ditch Clear 
Creek

3.7 169 5/5/1908 Chevron Texaco 
Shale Oil Co 

 52 Longseth No 1 
Ditch

Roan Creek 1.67 143 5/3/1910 Texaco Inc

 53 Hayward Spring 
Ditch

Battlement 
Creek

0.75 6 8/31/1912 Exxon Oil 
Company

 54 Ryden No 2 
Ditch

Main Elk 
Creek

1.76 279 4/6/1912 Exxon Mobil 
Corp

 55 Ida Dere Ditch Parachute 
Creek

3 184 4/1/1914 Unocal

 56 Ryden No 1 
Ditch

Main Elk 
Creek

5.5 716 4/7/1915 Exxon Mobil 
Corp

 57 W E Ditch Main Elk 
Creek

1 458 7/1/1917 Exxon Mobil 
Corp

 Total 
Structures: 57

 Total: 
468.55 cfs

Total: 
50,293 af

 	  

Table C-2.
White River Basin – Absolute Ditch Rights

Map 
Location

Structure 
Name

Water 
Source

Quantity 
Abs. (cfs)

Avg. Vol. 
Div. (af)

Appropriation 
Date

Appropriation 
Owner

 1 P & L Ditch Piceance 
Ck

0.5 144 6/1/1883 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 2 Calhoun Ditch White River 8.17 285 8/25/1883 Shell Frontier

 3 Mckee Ditch Black 
Sulphur Ck

3 303 5/10/1884 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 4 Ryan Ditch Piceance 
Ck

10.5 408 6/1/1884 Coastal Oil

 5 Willow Creek 
Ditch No 2

East Willow 
Ck

1.2 294 9/29/1884 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 6 Willow Creek 
Ditch No 3

East Willow 
Ck

1.2 230 9/29/1884 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 7 M H M German 
Cons D

Piceance 
Ck

17.54 880 10/22/1884 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 8 Gilmor Ditch Hunter Ck 1.5 320 5/10/1886 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 9 Boies Ditch Black 
Sulphur Ck

2 363 10/16/1886 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 10 Emily Ditch* Piceance 
Ck

5.85 794 11/5/1886 Tosco Co.

 10 Emily Ditch* Piceance 
Ck

0 0 11/5/1886 Puckett Land 
Co.

 11 D D Taylor 
Ditch*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

2 418 4/5/1887 Atlantic Richfield 
Co.

Table C-1. (cont'd)
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Map 
Location

Structure 
Name

Water 
Source

Quantity 
Abs. (cfs)

Avg. Vol. 
Div. (af)

Appropriation 
Date

Appropriation 
Owner

 11 D D Taylor 
Ditch*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 4/5/1887 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 11 D D Taylor 
Ditch*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 4/5/1887 Equity Oil 

 12 Last Chance 
Ditch*

Hunter Ck 1.4 294 4/13/1887 Puckett Land 
Co.

 12 Last Chance 
Ditch*

Hunter Ck 0 0 4/13/1887 Tosco Co.

 13 Black Eagle D 
No 1*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

5.95 321 4/16/1887 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 13 Black Eagle D 
No 1*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 4/16/1887 Equity Oil 

 13 Black Eagle D 
No 1*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 4/16/1887 Atlantic Richfield 
Co.

 14 Black Eagle D 
No 2*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

5.95 276 4/16/1887 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 14 Black Eagle D 
No 2*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 4/16/1887 Equity Oil 

 14 Black Eagle D 
No 2*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 4/16/1887 Atlantic Richfield 
Co.

 15 Black Eagle Alt 
Pt 1

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 92 4/16/1887 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 16 Black Eagle Alt 
Pt 2

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 85 4/16/1887 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 17 Robert Mckee 
Ditch*

Piceance 
Ck

6.33 1,235 4/18/1887 Tosco Co.

 17 Robert Mckee 
Ditch*

Piceance 
Ck

0 0 4/18/1887 Puckett Land 
Co.

 17 Robert Mckee 
Ditch*

Piceance 
Ck

0 0 4/18/1887 McMurry Oil

 18 M H And M 
Ditch

Piceance 
Ck

17.54 880 4/18/1887 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 19 Oldland Ditch 1* Piceance 
Ck

13.8 1,000 4/27/1887 Puckett Land 
Co.

 19 Oldland Ditch 1* Piceance 
Ck

0 0 4/27/1887 Tosco Co.

 20 O I See Ditch* Fawn Ck 1.2 225 4/27/1887 Equity Oil 

 20 O I See Ditch* Fawn Ck 0 0 4/27/1887 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 21 No Name Ditch* Fawn Ck 0.4 173 5/1/1887 Equity Oil 

 21 No Name Ditch* Fawn Ck 0 0 5/1/1887 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 22 Decker 
Irrigation Ditch

East 
Douglas Ck

2.8 94 5/6/1887 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 23 Belot Moffat 
Ditch

Piceance 
Ck

11.6 1,304 5/10/1887 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 24 B & M Ditch Piceance 
Ck

0.9 551 5/25/1887 McMurry Oil

 25 Jessup Ditch 1* Stewart 
Gulch

1.2 204 6/16/1887 Puckett Land 
Co.

 25 Jessup Ditch 1* Stewart 
Gulch

0 0 6/16/1887 Tosco Co.

 26 Blue Grass 
Ditch*

Stewart 
Gulch

0.6 262 7/11/1887 Puckett Land 
Co.

Table C-2. (cont'd)
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Map 
Location

Structure 
Name

Water 
Source

Quantity 
Abs. (cfs)

Avg. Vol. 
Div. (af)

Appropriation 
Date

Appropriation 
Owner

 26 Blue Grass 
Ditch*

Stewart 
Gulch

0 0 7/11/1887 Tosco Co.

 27 Jessup Ditch 2* Stewart 
Gulch

0.6 134 4/14/1888 Puckett Land 
Co.

 27 Jessup Ditch 2* Stewart 
Gulch

0 0 4/14/1888 Tosco Co.

 28 Taylor Ditch Willow Ck 
Of Pic. Ck

2 279 5/9/1888 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 29 Hunter Ditch Hunter Ck 1 267 5/15/1888 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 30 Ebler Ditch Willow Ck 
Of Pic.E Ck

1 170 5/20/1888 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 31 Florence Ditch Mid Fk 
Stewart G.

2.9 77 6/3/1888 Puckett Land 
Co.

 32 Rye Grass 
Ditch*

Piceance 
Ck

8.2 901 6/5/1888 Tosco Co.

 32 Rye Grass 
Ditch*

Piceance 
Ck

0 0 6/5/1888 Puckett Land 
Co.

 32 Rye Grass 
Ditch*

Piceance 
Ck

0 0 6/5/1888 Shell Frontier

 33 Schweizer 
Ditch*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

2.6 437 9/30/1888 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 33 Schweizer 
Ditch*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 9/30/1888 Equity Oil 

 33 Schweizer 
Ditch*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 9/30/1888 Atlantic Richfield 
Co.

 34 Schweizer Ditch 
Alt Pt

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 110 9/30/1888 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 35 Hutchinson 
Spring Ditch

Fawn Ck 0.5 159 7/18/1889 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 36 Mcgee Ditch* Fawn Ck 1.16 270 5/1/1890 Equity Oil 

 36 Mcgee Ditch* Fawn Ck 0 0 5/1/1890 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 36 Mcgee Ditch* Fawn Ck 0 0 5/1/1890 Atlantic Richfield 
Co.

 37 J W Bainbrick D 
No 1&2*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0.86 181 7/1/1893 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 37 J W Bainbrick D 
No 1&2*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 7/1/1893 Equity Oil 

 37 J W Bainbrick D 
No 1&2*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 7/1/1893 Atlantic Richfield 
Co.

 38 Gardenheir 
Ditch*

Piceance 
Ck

2.04 350 3/5/1895 Puckett Land 
Co.

 38 Gardenheir 
Ditch*

Piceance 
Ck

0 0 3/5/1895 Tosco Co.

 39 Forney 
Corcoran Ditch

White River 11.47 974 3/15/1898 Puckett Land 
Co.

 40 E Stewart Gulch 
D No 1*

East 
Stewart 
Gulch

0.6 46 11/1/1899 Tosco Co.

 40 E Stewart Gulch 
D No 1*

East 
Stewart 
Gulch

0 0 11/1/1899 Puckett Land 
Co.

Table C-2. (cont'd)
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Map 
Location

Structure 
Name

Water 
Source

Quantity 
Abs. (cfs)

Avg. Vol. 
Div. (af)

Appropriation 
Date

Appropriation 
Owner

 41 E Stewart Gulch 
D No 2*

East 
Stewart 
Gulch

0.6 35 11/1/1899 Puckett Land 
Co.

 41 E Stewart Gulch 
D No 2*

East 
Stewart 
Gulch

0 0 10/15/1900 Tosco Co.

 42 Mcwilliams & 
George D

White River 4.1 495 10/15/1900 Puckett Land 
Co.

 43 N & L Ditch Fawn Ck 1 271 5/1/1901 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 44 Oldland Ditch 
3*

Piceance 
Ck

1.4 199 5/15/1902 Tosco Co.

 44 Oldland Ditch 
3*

Piceance 
Ck

0 0 5/15/1902 Puckett Land 
Co.

 44 Oldland Ditch 
3*

Piceance 
Ck

0 0 5/15/1902 McMurry Oil

 45 Piceance Ditch Piceance 
Ck

0.5 79 6/10/1902 XTO Energy Inc.

 46 Bainbrick 
Mikkelsen 1&2*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0.375 264 5/1/1904 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 46 Bainbrick 
Mikkelsen 1&2*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 5/1/1904 Atlantic Richfield 
Co.

 46 Bainbrick 
Mikkelsen 1&2*

Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 5/1/1904 Equity Oil 

 47 Mccarthy 
Spring Ditch

Piceance 
Ck

0.6 49 5/11/1905 XTO Energy Inc.

 48 Milo Ditch Black 
Sulphur Ck

0.3 36 5/1/1911 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 49 Oldland Magor 
Ditch

Piceance 
Ck

2.86 476 5/10/1913 Puckett Land 
Co.

 50 Forney 
Corcoran Ditch

White River 11.47 0 5/10/1913 Tosco Co.

 51 Desert Ditch* Black 
Sulphur Ck

1.43 182 6/12/1914 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 51 Desert Ditch* Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 6/12/1914 Atlantic Richfield 
Co.

 51 Desert Ditch* Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 6/12/1914 Equity Oil 

 52 Cow Creek 
Ditch

Cow Ck 0.8 96 5/20/1915 XTO Energy Inc.

 53 Edmund Pauls 
Ditch

Sulphur Ck 0.1 11 7/21/1915 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 54 Oldland Ditch 
2*

Piceance 
Ck

18.94 660 5/1/1917 Puckett Land 
Co.

 54 Oldland Ditch 
2*

Piceance 
Ck

0 0 5/1/1917 McMurry Oil

 54 Oldland Ditch 
2*

Piceance 
Ck

0 0 5/1/1917 Tosco Co.

 55 Duckett Ditch* Black 
Sulphur Ck

1.2 242 6/10/1918 Atlantic Richfield 
Co.

 55 Duckett Ditch* Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 6/10/1918 Exxon Mobil 
Corp.

 55 Duckett Ditch* Black 
Sulphur Ck

0 0 6/10/1918 Equity Oil 

 56 Davis Ditch Davis Gulch 0.4 63 8/16/1926 XTO Energy Inc.

Table C-2. (cont'd)
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Map 
Location
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Source
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Avg. Vol. 
Div. (af)

Appropriation 
Date

Appropriation 
Owner

 57 West Stewart 
Res Ditch

West 
Stewart 
Gulch

2.6 113 ? Atlantic Richfield 
Co.

 Total 
structures: 57

 Total: 
206.74 cfs

Total: 
19,061 af

* Joint ownership
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