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Colorado Set to Become National Leader in Water Conservation
CWCB Approves Groundbreaking Water Data Guidelines

DENVER, Colo.— The State of Colorado has adopted a plan to create the most comprehensive water reporting
guidelines in the country, positioning the state as a national leader in water conservation and supply planning.

On Wednesday, Nov. 16, the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) formally adopted new water use
and conservation reporting rules, called Guidelines Regarding the Reporting of Water Use and Conservation
Data by Covered Entities’. The CWCB will now develop an online reporting tool for water providers that will,
for the first time, enable an aggregate picture of water use and conservation in Colorado.

“Colorado has a good record of tracking how much water comes out of rivers and watersheds, but it’s not
easy to find out what happens next,” said Drew Beckwith, Water Policy Manager at Western Resource
Advocates. “Providers could be doing a great job on conservation, or they could be using most of their
supply for water balloons and squirt guns—that’s why comprehensive reporting is so important. The CWCB
has done a tremendous service to Colorado citizens by approving these guidelines.”

Western Resource Advocates (WRA) and the Colorado Environmental Coalition (CEC) have been instrumental
in creating these new reporting policies. In 2009 the groups jointly drafted legislation to establish new water
reporting guidelines that led to the final version of HB10-1051%; the bill was approved by the Colorado General
Assembly in 2010, and then-Gov. Bill Ritter signed it into law on June 7, 2010. The Office of Water
Conservation and Drought Planning convened 13 meetings beginning in Nov. 2010 to draft the proposed
guidelines, and WRA and CEC remained involved in the process throughout.

“When the reporting process begins in 2013, Colorado will have the most comprehensive set of water data
in the country,” said Beckwith. “You can only manage what you measure. This information will be incredibly
helpful for statewide water supply planning and for the water suppliers themselves.”

The newly-approved water reporting guidelines include several categories:

e Water Usage: Amount of water that gets used by different customer classes (residential, commercial, etc.)

e Water Loss: Tracking water that is treated but not used for revenue-generating purposes. Includes leaks,
meter inaccuracies, and other non-metered uses (such as firefighting).

e Rate Structures: Reporting rate structure types and the variable costs charged to customers.

e Water Conservation Programs: Outlines individual water conservation programs selected by each
provider.

! http://cwcb.state.co.us/public-information/board-meetings-agendas/Documents/Nov2011/24.pdf
*http://www.leg.state.co.us/CLICS/CLICS2010A/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/68D1C9003815AB67872576A8002A2E45?0pen&file=1051_enr.pdf



http://www.leg.state.co.us/CLICS/CLICS2010A/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/68D1C9003815AB67872576A8002A2E45?Open&file=1051_enr.pdf

The Office of Water Conservation and Drought Planning will continue to meet over the course of the next year
as the guidelines are brought into practice. Western Resource Advocates and the Colorado Environmental
Coalition will remain involved in these meetings as members of the CWCB Water Conservation Technical

Advisory Group, which also includes water providers; consultants; non-governmental organizations; and
conservation experts.

Western Resource Advocates is a Boulder-based nonprofit conservation organization dedicated to protecting
the West's land, air, and water. For more information, visit www. WesternResourceAdvocates.org.
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