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e The Challenge

— Increasing population and water demand

— Growing tension over multiple water uses

e The Solution
— Creative Solutions—A Balanced Approach

 Satisfying water demands; while also




The Southwest
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Estimated Population

July 1, 2006 July 1, 2005 July 1, 2004
State % Growth 2005-2006
1. Arizona 3.6 6,166,318 5,739,879 5,577,784
2. Nevada 3.5 2,495,529 2,332,898 2,241,700
3. Idaho 2.6 1,466,465 1,395,140 1,368,111
4. Georgia 2.5 9,363,941 8,918,129 8,746,849
5. Texas 2.5 23,507,783 22,471,549 22,099,136
6. Utah 2.4 2,550,063 2,420,708 2,378,696
7. North Carolina

2.1 8,856,505 8,540,468 8,422,375

8. Colorado 1.9 4,753,377 4,601,821 4,548,071
9. Florida 1.8 18,089,888 17,385,430 16,993,369
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Additional Values of Water
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Facing Our Future

A Balanced Water Solution

e Old formula won’t work--new balanced plan will:

— Water conservation and efficient supply are top sources of
new water

— Any new water supply projects must conserve, protect, and




 Work directly with staff and decision makers
to advocate for

— Improved Demand Side Management
— Innovative Supply Side Solution

— Integrate Resource Planning

— Cooperation Between Water Providers




e Water Rate/Pricing Structures

— Increasing block rates

* Permanent Rebate and Retrofit Programs

‘ e Education & Outreach to Customers
e Ordinances, e.g.:

— Landscape and irrigation guidelines
— Plumbing codes |

— Subdivision covenants



2008 AWWA Quick Poll

What's the best way to get customers to use less water?

Rebates on water-efficient
fixtures, appliances

Mandatory use
restrictions

Consumption Based
Rates

Voluntary use restrictions

Public awareness
campaigns
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Rate per 1,000 Gallons
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Flat Rate,
29.1%

Uniform Rate,
50.6%

Seasonal Rate,
1%

Increasing Block
Rate, 11.5%



Uniform Rate,
50%
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Conservation in Colorado’s Future

Toilet Rebates 55,800 AF in 2030 $7,230 @ $150 rebate

per toilet

Turf Replacement  125,757-211,656  $7,000-$25,000
AF depending on level of
rebates offered

Source: Colorado Water Conservation Board Statewide
Water Supply Initiative (2004)
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In most Southwestern cities,
50%-70% of all water use 1s
outside the home or office

Much landscape irrigation is
inefficient — even modest
conservation efforts can yield
significant water savings:

> Xeriscape
> Efficient Landscape Design
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Water Loss Reduction Water Reuse




Aquifer Storage Temporary Water Transfers, i.e.,
& Recovery Dry-Year Leasing and Fallowing

Photos by American Water Works Association




Political Atmosphere

Economic Atmosphere
Revenue Stability

Customer Acceptance & Understanding

Funding
Staffing




e Direct education and outreach to decision
makers

e Analysis and explanations of different funding
mechanisms

e Advocacy to aid in funding and staffing

e Technical expertise, analysis and review




The Southwestern communities we work with
have decreased per capita water demand and

increased water use efficiency. Integrated

resource planning is more common. Supply side
projects are becoming more innovative.
Key successes:

 More effective increasing block rate pricing

structures
 Rebate programs and other incentives for




Ordinances that encourage efficient water use;

New construction becoming water-smart;
Loss reduction programs;
Aquifer storage and recovery;

Increased State funding for planning and
implementation of conservation measures.




...put the
choice is ours.




bmiller @westernresources.org
www.westernresourceadvocates.org




